HArticulation
Tool Box

Below is a collection of ‘tools’ you may find useful while working with children with

articulation/ sPeech/ Phonological difficulties. Theg have been collated {:o”owing
15 years of working with children with sound Produc’cion difficulties. Thcg should
be used a]ongsidc the program devised bg your spccch Pathologist.

i:or casy transPortation, keeP them together ina Plas’cic tub. A colourful tub also
increases the novelty factor with kids. Theg never know what surPrises orfun
objects you will Pu” out. Not every child needs every prompt, however, tactile and
visual cues helP the child learn what to do with their tongue, liPs, teeth and airflow.
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Mirror USeFulFor a”owing the s’cudent

. to see what theg are doing with

their own mouth
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]mmediate visual feedback is
imPortant as a suPP!ement to

verbal cxp]anation
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]Fgou sit side }39 side with the
= mirror in Front, the child can see
what is happening as you both
make the sound togethcr

GlOVCS o Hggienic way to cue touch
around and inside the mouth
W W % Scented g]ovcs may be
:_\""__ :_\.’._. Preferrecl if the child is

hypersensitive to standard

glOVCS
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Faclc”e Fop Sticks

% (se these to show the child
where to Place their tongue

2 (Canbeusedto deve]op the
child’s abili’cy to Push the tongue
against resistance in the case of
reduced muscle strength

X Helpmcul with children who cannot
i(eep the front of the tongue
down for k> and ‘g~ press Firmlg
on the tongue tiP (avoid the back
of the tongue as it will elicit a

gag} as the child says the sound
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X F]ace gent19 at the Poin’c of
articulation <UP behind the top
teeth for | sounds)

% T he child willlick the honcg off
at the Point you want them to
Place their tongue for the sound

% (Carefulto check for a”ergics

before using food cues with

children

Fartg B!owers

X These allow a child to see
airflow and build up streng’clﬁ in
the cheeks

% Usefulin explaining the concept
of blowing air out for
wind,/continuous sounds such as
‘s, z, shand f
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Flace on the table in front of the
child. Encourage them to watch
what IﬁaPPens to the paperas
thcg make the sound. Visual
feedback reinforces the concept
of continual airflow.

Jt makes it motivating for a child
to watch the paper move as theg

SUCCCSSFU”y ma‘(e t]"IC SOUﬂd

Hclpmcul for children with lateral
lisPs (air exPels from the sides of
the mouth for friction sounds~s,
z, sh, ch,j)

(iives the child focus on the
forward flow of air from the
mouth rather than the side.
[Have the child say the sounds
while holc{ing the straw in front of

the mouth, against closed teeth

(Can also be used for children
who find the sh’ sound difficult-
as it teaches them to round their

]ips (around the straw)

Cralct
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Speech drills can become
repeti’civc, 50 making fun
activities with the cards is
essential

Make characters to feed’ the
cards into- thisis a guarantccd

‘crowd P]caser’l
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Iands and I:ingcrs

(Jse your hands and Fingcrs to
Point to the P!ace of articulation,

both on your mouth and on the
child’s mouth

Have the child feel with their

own Fir\gers where their
articulators are

(Can be used for kinaesthetic
Fccclback, ie Fce]ing airflow on
hand while making continuous

sounds such as ‘s’ or 2’

Stickers

>

]mPor’cant to Provide Posi’civc
reinforcement for attemPting
sounds in isolation or in words
Can be the motivating factorin
attempting sounds that are
extremclg difficult

Tcxtas & Coloured

Pencils

]mPortant for making Picturcs
aPPea]ir\g for children to look at
Can be used to draw Pic’cures of
the mouth to show tongue, I‘P or

teeth Placemcnt
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